GEORGE THE THIRD
Nor was Horace Walpole less generous in liis praise. He
wrote:
The young King has all the appearance of being amiable. There
is great grace and temper, much dignity and good nature, which
breaks out on all occasions.
That was a first impression; the second was even more flattering.
In another letter to his friend, Sir Horace Mann, Horace Walpole
said:
I saw him [the King] yesterday, and was surprised to find the levee
room had lost so entirely the air of the lion's den. The sovereign
does not stand in one spot with his eyes fixed royally on the ground,
and dropping bits of German news. He walks about and speaks
freely to everybody. I saw him afterwards on the throne, where
he is graceful and genteel, sits with dignity and reads his answers
to addresses well.
Quite a sensation was caused by the ' Proclamation for die
Encouragement of Piety and Virtue, and for the preventing and
punishing Vice, Profaneness and Immorality,' issued on November
1st and almost certainly inspired by his mother, who was always
so greatly alarmed by the viciousness of the youth of the day.
And poor Dr Wilson, who preached before the King at St
James's on the first Sunday of the reign [November 2nd] and had
punctuated his remarks with some kind words about the royal
virtues, was greatly dismayed when he was informed that His
Majesty attended Divine Service to hear the praises of God, not
his own!
George's treatment of the other members of the Royal Family
left a very favourable impression upon the minds of his subjects.
He sent * the civilest letter ' to his aunt, the Princess Amelia, and
showed the * greatest kindness to the Duke.' In an interview
with the latter he remarked upon the fatal discord which had
torn their family, and said that it was his intention ' to inaugurate
a new regime.' Cumberland liked the young man's frankness,
and was ready to give him whatever assistance he required.
the funeral of the dead King took place on November nth.
As Horace Walpole remarked, George III showed fi the utmost
respect to the dead body/ He carried out his grandfather's
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